21st Sunday Ordinary Time Year C August 21
Isaiah 66:18-20

Psalm 117

Hebrews 12:5-7,11-13

Luke 13:22-30

I want to talk about the Erie County Fair.

My family has been going to the fair for over fifty years. On Wednesday, August 10, you would have found three generations of my family gathered there – ranging from 70 years of age to six years old. We had a marvelous time (even though I thought we were in a micro wave oven most of the time.) My grand niece, Sorren, wrote a note to me thanking me for getting the family together again. My brother , David, and I lasted seven hours then left to go home. The young ones stayed on to go on the rides. We were happy when we got there and then tired but happy when we left.
I went back on Friday, August 12th, for the Volunteer Fireman’s Day. I was invited by my friends from the Colden Volunteer Fire Department. After re-heating whatever was left of my body Wednesday, I joined the volunteers and watched the parade. 

It brought back memories of my association with the Langford- New Oregon Volunteer Fire Company when I was pastor in them there woods. I even marched in the parade then. During one parade, an older gent was the flag bearer and a younger member at the rear called out the cadence for the march. Funny thing, the older gent was hard of hearing and insisted on calling out the left and rights. The younger at the rear was also calling out so we all would be in step. Well the front didn’t hear the rear so half the troup was on the left foot and the back was on the right. It must have been funny for a spectator to see this group of men and women skipping down the parade route trying to keep up with the various cadence calls.
Anyways, the moral to the story was I was proud then and am proud now to be associated with men and women dedicated to their community being volunteers in these fire companies. When there is a fire or accident or other disaster, these neighbors are just a call away. I know of the hard work and dedication and discipline they have to put in just to be a member of these volunteer fire companies. They have a step ahead of us when the Lord counts out his favorites. God bless them for their love of neighbor, their love of us, their love to do the right and generous thing. 
Blessed are you, Lord, God of mercy, who through your Son gave us a marvelous example of charity and the great commandment of love for one another. Send down your blessings on these your servants, who so generously devote themselves to helping others. When they are called upon in times of need, let them faithfully serve you in their neighbor.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

